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Many companies obtaining registered trademarks in China do so in order to protect
their products and services while conducting business in the Chinese market. However, it is
crucial for trademark owners to exercise greater care even after registration to ensure the
protection of their rights.

Under Chinese trademark law, any party may file a non-use cancellation request
against a registered trademark in China. This process is relatively inexpensive, and the burden of
proof generally does not lie with the petitioner. As a result, non-use cancellation requests are
often used as a countermeasure against prior registered trademarks in China.

It is, therefore, impossible for trademark owners to completely avoid non-use
cancellation requests by third parties. In light of this, it is essential that trademark owners
regularly collect evidence of use for their registered trademarks in China and be prepared to
provide proof of use in case of a non-use cancellation request. Additionally, it is wise to take
proactive steps to minimize the risk of such requests. Some recommended measures include :

1. Registering license for trademarks that are actively used in mainland China. If a third
party discovers such a license registration when searching the China National Intellectual
Property Administration’s (CNIPA) website, they may recognize that the trademark is
actively being used in China and decide against filing a non-use cancellation request.

2. Posting evidence of trademark use, such as information about the registered trademark
and related products, on the company’s website. This would increase the likelihood of a
third party discovering the trademark’s potential use online and refraining from filing a
non-use cancellation request.

In conclusion, as a Certified Skilled Worker of I.P. Management, I remain committed
to working closely with attorneys in China to diligently assist trademark owners in addressing
their concerns regarding non-use cancellation requests. We strive to provide the best possible

support to our clients in this matter.



