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For more than 20 years the EU has offered registered community designs providing
unitary EU protection. This is accompanied by longer standing national registered designs
systems in individual EU countries.

These two types of design are being reformed. Reform to registered community
designs has two phases Phase | starts on 1 May 2025 and Phase 2 starts on 1 July 2026. Reform
of national registered designs will complete by 2028 and mostly matches the Phase 1 reforms.

Phase 1 changes the primary law by modernising and providing substantive changes.
On the other hand, Phase 2 will change rules and some procedures. No details are yet available
for Phase 2.

Phase 1 renames the registered community designs to “EU design” and explicitly
identifies more types of products that qualify for design protection. This includes non-physical
designs, virtual designs and animations, such as projections, content only available in a virtual
environment and graphical user interfaces.

Extra protections are introduced to limit infringers using 3D printing. However, there
is a new ability for critique, comment and parody and for products to transit through the EU.

A new repair clause excludes components from protection if restoring the original
appearance of a complex product. However, the commercial origin and component manufacturer
must be identified. This will be relevant to industries using spare parts often.

EU designs will continue formality examination only and will maintain a 25-year term
with renewal fees due every five years. Renewal fee due dates are changing to the anniversary of
the filing date and renewal fees are increasing. There are other changes to fees, which are less
significant.

The ability to file an application containing multiple designs (for separate
embodiments) is maintained. The reforms allow designs of different types of products to be filed
in the same application for the first time. The number of images possible to file per design will
increase. This will only start in Phase 2.



