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Period

(1) Global Political & Eco-
nomic Trends

(2) Developments IP System &
Cases outside Japan

(3) Developments IP System &
Cases in Japan

@

2009-
2010

@ Post-Lehman G20 policy
coordination

@ China launches major
stimulus package

@ Green economic policies
emerge in the US and EU

@ Singapore Treaty on the Law of]
Trademarks enters into force

@ US patent reform debates accel-
erate

@ EPO discussions on patent eli-
gibility in biotech intensify

@ Trademark examination guidelines
revised (distinctiveness)

4 Design examination framework
preparation begins

4 National policy for IP human
resource development

2011-
2012

@ Great East Japan Earth-
quake impacts supply chains
@ Prolonged Eurozone debt
crisis

4 China consolidates posi-
tion as world’s No.2 economy

@ Beijing Treaty adopted (2012)
4 Samsung v. Apple : $1B dam-
ages ruling in US

@ Preparations for EU Unitary
Patent progress

4 Criminal penalties introduced for
illegal downloading

4 Reform debate begins on
employee inventions

@ Consideration of patent opposition
system restoration

2013-
2014

@ TPP negotiations intensify
@ Rise of [oT and data-
driven economies

4 BRICS countries increase
global influence

@ US switches to first-to-file
under AIA

@ China amends Anti-Unfair
Competition Law

4 WIPO expands Hague System
for design applications

4 Reform proposals for employee
inventions (fair compensation)

4 Revisions to patent classification
system (FI/F-terms)

4 Launch of IP finance support ini-
tiatives

2015-
2016

@ UN adopts SDGs (2015)
¢ UK votes to leave EU
(Brexit)

€ Global focus on Al and
autonomous vehicles

@ Alice ruling restricts patentabil-
ity of abstract ideas (US)

@ Google v. Spain: right to be
forgotten (EU)

4 China tightens rules on bad-
faith trademark filings

@ Default employer ownership of]
employee inventions

4 Review of Design Act (interior,
architecture)

4 Enhanced use of regional collec-
tive trademarks

2017—
2018

@ US-China trade conflict
escalates

@ Industry 4.0 policies
advance globally

@ Expansion of ESG and
SDGs-linked management

€ Waymo v. Uber (trade secret
misappropriation)

@ WIPO begins global discussion
on Al-generated inventions

@ EU passes revised Copyright
Directive

@ Preparations for major Design Act
reform begin

@ Cultural Affairs Agency issues
Al-generated works report

@ [P landscape strategic guideline
published

2019—
2020

¢ COVID-19 pandemic dis-
rupts economies

@ Accelerated digitalization
and remote work

@ Global restructuring of]
supply chains and security
policy

4 DABUS case:
denied patent status
@ DSM Directive (EU digital
copyright) takes effect

@ US Supreme Court :  Booking.
com eligible for trademark

Al inventions

@ Design Act amendment :  protec-
tion extended to buildings/interiors
@ Legal framework adapted for
remote IP procedures

4 Launch of “super accelerated”
patent examination

2021-
2022

@ [P access and vaccine
equity debates

@ Semiconductor supply dis-
ruptions drive economic
blocks

@ Rising focus on sustainable
IP systems

4 WIPO promotes voluntary tech
sharing amid pandemic

@ EU progresses on Al Act legis-
lation

@ China reforms IP litigation and
judicial systems

@ Design guidelines revised for digi-
tal/complex products

4 Ongoing policy debate over
authorship of Al-generated works

4 Expanded IP support programs for
SMEs

2023—
2025

@ Second Trump administra-
tion begins (2025)

@ Al tools like ChatGPT,
Gemini reshape tech land-
scape

¢ US-China-EU digital

€ GRATK Treaty enters into
force (2024)

4 Multiple lawsuits over Al-gen-
erated content (US)

€ Riyadh Agreement on Design
Law adopted (2024)

power rivalry intensifies

4 Introduction of innovation box tax
regime (2025)

4 Deliberation begins on legal
frameworks for Al-assisted patent
filings

@ 1P related guideline revised for

financial institutions
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