28  HAUHMAFTE 551789 3 5 GRAEE 32 5)

< [E >

BT MRS - A Y OFFT
JHHIC BT B kGt

CANZLER & BERGMEIER

Dr. Thomas Schlief
Partner, Patent Attorney

VT, RA Y T R A Y EFFRGRE T (DPMA) IZEFFHEET 2 M AFAFE OB E L
<P LTWET, 2000 FERHIEHLIE, £ OEIGITHK 75%IK T LE Lz, —J7 CHREF
HIFER T E L TR Y | RECHIFEBBIIC X A/NMEZR A 2R & e o TWET,

o, R3O A 8 2 [EER e R e A S LTV E T,

BNE U723 - DIk, Bk Y 248, REZR, BHEMT A T 7Lk > T, B
BICA / R—=va VORFEEENILTEE L, Lo T, 5 OFEEN T
WBHZ LR, SR L AR ARTE D OBLENL R T, HEoME LS ET, BT S
ki & BA%E - FEF B 2 A O EFIC XY | EARBRT S 2 LT E T ETREHCARY |
SABBEDO @ E V1L, IO OHEF IR T AT T HERT AR 2O EE5 0 27
BZELTHET,

FIRFIZ, RA VIR CTH RSB REFFRIE O —2% =2 Ll Tk, TOED
B, LML T Y 3 v IRIVIKER 22 PR TRt S T E S, 29 L

D, HARHARELRBBELDOT AT 7 2Rl T 2R FEEZFIATEET, &

BT ARFESCHFTERE BT BT B A/ N—3 3 VIREBIOILK, ST ¥ Z VB, N TAnkE
TY = TR F =L NS HBESHTOMBN, N Y BEMNICBT D EERA
R—vg R E LTORRIZHERL, fHRANICEER T LA Y—Ch o2 %
F A2 TWET,

LTV A NS E D BINOR & e HHEERE L L CRET RECTHEH Y A,
ST U723 AE AT 5 2 8T N YV ITE O & HEME T 5 PRITR TR 2 5
WYRATTA T DO—EERIVAZICEB L TCHNET, BELBAORSFNEERICH
RCE DB ATERT D 2 &2, Wl LN, /) R"— gy« Tav AT Lk
HEFFT 2 OO CEEL 2S5 TL L I,

BT D & @4%%%@“Mﬁ$iﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@f% LREFIZ, R4V D
A ) R_R—= a3 DR ﬂ?é&ﬁf%&@i?o/XTA RIFHKIR & Lol <
T8, Al & RIS 2 5P D 1201 id, BERE A < U/ R i & 3cig 4
LD AR R ERDTLE D, (FRFR : 4 WFZERT)



Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.17, No.3 29

< Germany >

Independent Inventors in Decline : Structural Shifts
in Germany’s Patent Landscape

CANZLER & BERGMEIER

Dr. Thomas Schlief
Partner, Patent Attorney

In recent years, Germany has seen a marked decline in the number of independent
inventors filing patents with the Deutsches Patent- und Markenamt (DPMA). Their share has
dropped by about 75 percent since the early 2000s, even as the overall volume of patent
applications has remained stable, with modest growth largely driven by companies and research
institutions. This development reflects a broader international trend in which corporate and
institutional actors dominate patent activity.

Independent inventors have historically enriched the innovation landscape with
unconventional thinking, entrepreneurial drive, and disruptive ideas. Their decreasing presence
therefore represents a real loss in terms of diversity and creative dynamism. Complex
technologies and the rising costs of development and patenting have made it increasingly difficult
for individuals to compete, and higher barriers to entry risk leaving fewer opportunities for
outsiders to contribute breakthrough ideas.

At the same time, Germany continues to benefit from one of the world’s strongest
patent systems, recognized for its quality, flexible protection options, and comparatively moderate
fees. These strengths ensure that individual inventors still have access to effective tools for
protecting their ideas. Moreover, the growth of innovation activity in companies and research
institutions, particularly in key fields such as digital technologies, artificial intelligence, and green
energy, has helped Germany maintain its role as a leading innovation hub in Europe and an
important player globally.

Nevertheless, the decline in individual participation should not be dismissed as a mere
structural adjustment. With fewer independent inventors, Germany risks losing some of the
unpredictability and entrepreneurial risk-taking that drive genuine novelty. Ensuring that both
corporate actors and individuals can contribute meaningfully will be crucial to preserving a
balanced and resilient innovation ecosystem.

In summary, the shrinking role of independent inventors is both a reflection of global
trends and a challenge for Germany's innovation diversity. While the overall system remains
strong, efforts to lower barriers and support smaller innovators will be essential to safeguarding
creativity and long-term competitiveness.



