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In consideration of the fact that Article 13-2 of the Trade Secrets Act, which prescribes
the offense of foreign use of trade secrets, does not differentiate the severity of punishment based
on the importance of the trade secrets infringed, and in order to prevent the unlawful outflow of
Taiwan’s national core key technologies to foreign jurisdictions, thereby causing substantial harm
to national security and industrial interests, the protection of “trade secrets of national core key
technologies” has been incorporated into the National Security Act. The amendment was
promulgated and came into force on 8 June 2022.

List of National Core Key Technologies

The Executive Yuan has announced a total of 32 items determined as national core key
technologies currently. The fields include national defense technology, space, agriculture,
semiconductors, and cybersecurity, among others. The national core key technologies that have
been determined shall be periodically reviewed, and announced to everyone.

Protection of Trade Secrets of National Core Key Technologies

Following the amendment of the National Security Act, the types of infringement of
trade secrets of national core key technologies are distinguished into two categories :

1. where the offender infringes such trade secrets because of the intention of making use of
such trade secrets in foreign jurisdictions ; and

2. where the offender infringes such trade secrets under the instruction of a foreign country,
Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau, foreign hostile forces, or various organizations,
institutions, or groups established or substantially controlled by them or the persons
dispatched by such organizations, institutions or groups.

The offender shall be sentenced, respectively, to imprisonment for not less than three
years but not more than ten years, or imprisonment for not less than five years but not more than
twelve years (Article 8, Paragraph 2 and Article 8, Paragraph 1), and may also be imposed a fine.

A recent case involving the trade secret leakage of a world-leading semiconductor
manufacturer, whose current and former employees were alleged to have unlawfully obtained IC
manufacturing technologies relating to the 2-nanometer process node, has drawn significant
attention. Since IC manufacturing technologies involving the 14-nanometer process node and
below have been determined as national core key technologies, this case may constitute the first
application of the amended National Security Act. Its future development merits attention.



