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India’s intellectual property (IP) regime has undergone a series of noteworthy devel-
opments over the past year, reflecting a stronger international engagement and a more refined
domestic policy framework. On the global cooperation front, the Indian IP Office and the UK
Intellectual Property Office signed a two-year Work Plan in July 2025 to deepen bilateral ties.
The plan focuses on examiner training, improving data quality, strengthening anti-counterfeiting
measures, and supporting MSMEs and start-ups, with the aim of improving examination quality
and enforcement efficiency. In November 2024, India signed the Final Act of the WIPO Riyadh
Design Law Treaty (DLT), committing to global best practices in industrial design protection
through simplified formalities, grace periods, and enhanced filing flexibility, although domestic
implementation will follow legislative changes.

Parallelly, the 11th round of India—EU Free Trade Agreement negotiations in May
2025 reported significant progress, including on the IP chapter. Discussions have centred on bor-
der enforcement, Geographical Indications, and technology-related rights, with a target to con-
clude the deal by late 2025. These diplomatic and trade-linked initiatives are taking place as
India’s global innovation position continues to strengthen. In the Global Innovation Index 2024,
India ranked 39th overall and first in its region, while WIPO statistics place India among the top
10 countries worldwide for patent, trademark, and design filings underscoring a surge in domestic
and cross-border IP activity.

Domestically, the Patent Office issued draft and revised draft Guidelines for Examina-
tion of Computer-Related Inventions (CRIs) in 2025, clarifying the evaluation of “technical
effect” under Section 3(k) and providing greater predictability for applicants. Additionally, the
2024 Patent Rules amendments now in force have shortened the Request for Examination dead-
line to 31 months, broadened divisional application pathways, introduced a formal grace-period
filing mechanism, and changed working statement requirements to once every three financial
years.

These developments collectively signal an increasingly robust, globally aligned, and
innovation-driven IP environment in India, demanding that rights holders adopt more strategic,
timely, and technically robust approaches to filing and enforcement.
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