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Announcement of the Establishment of ACLC

Kowa Law Office, Attorney at Law
Kotaro Takenaga

In 2022, the City of Fukuoka launched Fukuoka Art Next and opened Artist Café
Fukuoka as a hub for artists’ growth and exchange. Beyond supporting creative activity, the
initiative seeks to link people and communities through art and realize a “society where art
circulates.”

In November 2024, together with two fellow attorneys, I co-founded the Art &
Culture Law Center (ACLC), a voluntary association to support those engaged in art and culture.
Guided by the philosophy “Devoting our hearts to those who devote themselves to the
development of art and culture,” ACLC aims to contribute as legal professionals to the
advancement of arts and culture in Kyushu.

In December 2024, we gave a lecture titled “Copyright for Artists” at Kyushu Sangyo
University, covering the scope of copyright protection from imitation to parody, and encouraging
students to consider what society is best for artists. Collecting questions beforehand revealed their
uncertainties about copyright.

In May 2025, in collaboration with Artist Café Fukuoka, we delivered a special class
on copyright for students at the Japan Designer College Kyushu. Using court cases, we explained
works and statutory limitations. Students responded that their vague knowledge had become
clearer and that they wanted to create works with greater awareness of copyright.

Going forward, ACLC welcomes consultations from artists and companies in Kyushu

on copyright matters such as contract reviews

and seminars. We can also handle disputes, so

please feel free to contact us.
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