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Opposing to the Neglect of Studies of Economic
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At present, consideration is being given to the elimination of the screening category
“Economic Doctrines and Economic Thought” within the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research
(Kakenhi) program. Kakenhi constitutes the most significant competitive funding mechanism for
researchers, and in certain fields it is, in effect, the sole available source of research funding. The
proposed revision would cause irreparable harm to studies of economic thoughts in Japan.

The change entails the integration of the category “Economic Doctrines and Economic
Thought” into “Economic Theory.” At first glance, one might assume that research in economic
thoughts would thereby remain eligible for funding. In practice, however, there is a substantial
risk that such research will be marginalized.

Among the various categories of Kakenhi, the most widely accessible are Scientific
Research (A), (B) and (C), which are distinguished by scale of funding. Within the field of
economic thought since 2015, grants under category (A) were rare, but under category (B) a
modest number of projects had been funded almost every year.

Since 2023, however, no projects in studies of economic thoughts have been granted
under category (B). 2023 marked the first year in which the categories “Economic Doctrines and
Economic Thought” and “Economic Theory” were subjected to joint review. It remains uncertain
whether this outcome reflects a decline in the number of applications, or whether the joint review
process itself has disadvantaged research in economic thoughts, since neither application data nor
the composition of the review committees has yet been disclosed.

Applications under category (C) in the field of economic thoughts have remained
stable at approximately 30 to 40 cases annually, suggesting that the decline cannot be attributed
solely to reduced applications in category (B). Consequently, the possibility that the joint review
process has exerted an adverse effect on research of economic thoughts cannot be dismissed. The
integration with “Economic Theory” threatens to erode the diversity of economics as a discipline

in Japan.



