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According to the report Generative AI and Corporate Productivity : Reality and
Challenges, released by the Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry on January 28 this year, a
survey of 3,000 office workers across the country found that 56% were already using generative
Al in their work.

Respondents indicated that, without generative Al, they would have had to work an
additional 8.4 hours per week on average. This corresponds to a 17.6% reduction from the
ordinary average workweek of 39.3 hours. It seems clear that the same trend is now visible in
intellectual property practice as well.

1, too, use ChatGPT. Although prompts submitted through enterprise-use environments
are said not to be used for training generative Al models, the duty to preserve technical
confidentiality remains paramount, and that means one cannot use such tools without reservation.
I make active use of AI for mathematical calculations, comparisons of publicly available
technologies, technical summaries of cited references, and translations of foreign-language
materials. When it comes to the substance of an invention, however, I still cannot bring myself to
enter it into the system. Even so, I suspect that it will not be long before Al emerges that is
capable of dispelling such concerns. On my monitor, I have tabs open for my word processor,
NAVER, Google, and now multiple ChatGPT windows as well.

It is fascinating to consider what changes may await us over the course of my
professional life. As I look ahead, I feel more anticipation than fear. In conversations with friends
and colleagues, we eventually arrived at the conclusion that, even if artificial intelligence were
someday capable of “thinking,” it might still judge that the continued existence of human beings
is preferable—and that perhaps matters will not unfold like Skynet in The Terminator, after all.

(Translated by TIIP)



