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< Taiwan >

Simplification of Patent Annuity
Reduction Procedures in Taiwan

Five Continents International Patent & Trademark Office
Attorney at Law

Fang-Yi Chu

Effective January 1, 2026, the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) has
introduced a streamlined process for patent owners—specifically foreign schools and both
Taiwanese and foreign small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)—to apply for patent annuity
reductions. Key features of the updated system are outlined below.

Eligible Entities
1.Taiwanese or Foreign SMEs : Currently defined as entities meeting either of the following
criteria :

-Paid-in capital of NT$100 million or less ; or

-Fewer than 200 regular employees.
2.Public or registered private schools in Taiwan, or foreign schools recognized by the Ministry of
Education in Taiwan.
3.Both Taiwanese and foreign Natural Persons.

Application Timing and Required Forms

The simplified procedure is available starting January 1, 2026. Under this system,
patent owners may apply once to reduce annuities for multiple years, eliminating the need to file a
reduction request annually. The required forms are as follows :
1.Initial Payment : When paying the certificate fee and the 1st-year annuity, the application may
be submitted using the “Application for Patent Certificate.”
2.Subsequent Payments : For reductions of the 2nd to 6th-year annuities after the patent has
been granted, the “Application for Reduction of Patent Annuities” should be used.

Important Considerations
1.If a patent owner no longer meets the reduction criteria due to a change in status, they must
proactively notify TIPO and pay the full annuity as prescribed by the Regulations on Patent Fees.
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Failure to pay the full amount will result in the payment being deemed insufficient;
consequently, the patent may be extinguished by operation of law, and any partial fees paid will
be refunded.

2.For patents with two or more co-owners, all owners must meet the eligibility criteria for the
reduction to apply.

3.If a single owner holds multiple patents, a separate reduction application must be filed for each
individual case.

Though the annuity reduction measures alleviate the burden on patentees, it is still
advisable to pay close attention to whether any of the reduction criteria is met to avoid

extinguishment of patent due to insufficient payment.



