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Taiwan's Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) offers several mechanisms for expediting
patent examination, the two most widely used being the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) and
the Accelerated Examination Program (AEP).

1. Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)

Because Taiwan is not a PCT member, the PCT-PPH route is unavailable. Instead,
Taiwan operates a regular PPH program with the United States and PPH MOTTAINAI
programs with Japan, Spain, South Korea, Canada, France, Porland and Iseral.

Using the Taiwan—Japan PPH MOTTAINAI program as an example, an application
must satisfy all of the following requirements : (1) the Taiwanese and Japanese applications
must share the same earliest filing date within the relevant patent family ; (2) at least one
claim in the Japanese application must have been found patentable ; and (3) the Taiwanese
claims must sufficiently correspond to the patentable Japanese claims, for example by being of
the same or narrower scope.

According to TIPO statistics, PPH requests are examined much faster than ordinary
applications, with the average time from the request to a first office action being about 1.5
months.

2. Accelerated Examination Program (AEP)

The AEP is a Taiwan-specific acceleration mechanism and does not depend on any
bilateral arrangement with another patent office. An application may request AEP if it satisfies
any one of the following requirements : (1) any one of corresponding foreign applications has
been allowed or granted ; (2) an office action has been issued in a corresponding JPO,
USPTO, or EPO application ; (3) the invention is necessary for commercial exploitation ; or
(4) the invention relates to green technology.

TIPO statistics also show that AEP significantly shortens examination time. For
applications under conditions (1) and (2), the average times from the request to a first office
action are about 1.5 and 2.5 months.

Both the PPH and the AEP offer practical advantages : the requirements are relatively

flexible, grant rates are high, and examination is fast. For that reason, applicants should make
active use of these procedures whenever eligible. (Translated by TIIP)



