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The intellectual property strategy—how to acquire intellectual property and utilize it
in corporate management—is one of the keys determining business success, from the moment a
company develops new technologies or services as products to the point of commercializing them
for profit. Patent research is a crucial element in formulating this intellectual property strategy.
Through patent research, companies can identify publicly known technologies from competitors,
understand their scope of rights, and track their development trends. This enables them to set the
direction for their own technological development, avoid redundant development, and optimize
research resources.

Patent research is thus a vital process that guides technological development,
stimulates creativity, and manages commercialization risks. However, it requires significant costs
and time. Consequently, attempts have been made to utilize Al for low-cost, high-efficiency
patent research. This situation corresponds to the “sustaining innovation” (where specialized
researchers refine patent classifications to create search queries, interpret complex patent technical
terminology, and enhance accuracy to produce results) and “disruptive innovation” (where the
scope of what is being investigated is unclear, expertise is unnecessary, and results are delivered
at high speed) described in Christensen's “The Innovator's Dilemma.”

Al is evolving rapidly and is now considered to be reaching the stage where it begins
to deliver the performance demanded by companies. According to “The Innovator's Dilemma,”
this stage is expected to rapidly transition into “disruptive innovation.” At that point, the focus
will likely shift to the task of applying the investigation and analysis results provided by Al to
specific cases.
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