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< Japan >

The Appeal of Legal Studiese

Graduate of the University of Tokyo Law School
79th Class of Judicial Training

Hana Yamamoto

I passed the National Bar Examination in July 2025, will graduate from law school in
March 2026, and am scheduled to begin my legal apprenticeship as a member of the 79th training
class. At Towa International Patent Office, I had the opportunity to work part-time for
approximately two and a half years, beginning in the winter of my first year at university. Being
able to gain practical experience there from a time when I had virtually no knowledge of law, and
intellectual property in particular, allowed me to develop a concrete understanding of IP practice
and became a major source of motivation in my study of law. I am deeply grateful to everyone at

Towa International Patent Office for the many things they taught me about legal practice.

When I first entered university, I knew almost nothing about what the study of law
actually involved. I began studying law in my second year, and from that point onward I
continued to devote myself to it, ultimately achieving the result of passing the bar examination. In
this essay, I would like to reflect on what I believe enabled me to continue studying law :
namely, the distinctive appeal of legal studies. Many of those reading this will no doubt be far
more familiar than T am with the attractions of the law, but I would be delighted if you would read
this in the spirit of returning, if only briefly, to your own starting point. I also hope it may be of
some help to those who are still wondering whether to pursue the study of law.

Law is a discipline grounded in logic, particularly in the structure of syllogistic
reasoning. Put simply, it proceeds by applying the legal rule and its required elements and effects
(the major premise) to the specific facts of an individual case (the minor premise), thereby
deriving a conclusion. In that respect, it has something in common with mathematics, where one
arrives at an answer by substituting concrete numbers into a formula. Because I enjoyed
mathematics in my secondary school years, I found myself drawn to law as a discipline that
likewise demands precision and rigorous reasoning.
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At the same time, I feel that law differs from mathematics in an important respect.
Whereas mathematical methods are generally constant, legal rules may be amended in response to
social change. Law is created by human beings in order to maintain social order and to help
realize a better society, and when it no longer corresponds to social realities, it is subject to
revision. For me, this is another profound source of the appeal of legal studies : law is not merely
a matter of applying existing rules, but also of shaping society itself through the enactment and
revision of those rules.

Moreover, although law places great emphasis on logic, I believe one of its most
compelling features is that it cannot be reduced to logic alone. I have not yet fully entered
professional practice, but it seems to me that legal reasoning must never become so preoccupied
with internal consistency that it loses sight of fair outcomes between the parties and justice for
society as a whole. The application of law should never become an end in itself ; rather, it must
remain a means toward the realization of a better society. For that reason, one must always

maintain a broad and balanced perspective.
Over the course of four years of studying law, I have come to find its appeal in
precisely these qualities. Law is connected to every aspect of our lives, and I have come to feel

that it is an intellectually rich, profound, and deeply fascinating discipline.

(Translated by TIIP)



