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Basics of Filing a Patent Application in Japan

(1) Filing a Patent Application in Japan under the Paris Convention

« The period for filing an application in Japan with claim of priority : One year from the filing
date of the original application.

- Language for an application : Japanese or other languages. In case of applying in other
languages, a Japanese translation must be submitted within one year and four months from the
priority date.

+ Request for substantive examination (hereinafter referred to as “RSE”) : Must be filed
separately from an application. The period for filing the RSE is within three years from the
filing date of the patent application in Japan.

(2) Entering a PCT International Application into the National Phase in Japan

« Entry procedures : a document of the national phase must be submitted. (The period for
submitting the document of the national phase : Within 30 months from the priority date)

+ Japanese translation : Must be submitted as part of the document of the national phase
within 30 months from the priority date, or separately within two months from the date of
submitting the document of the national phase in case of submitting the document of the
national phase after a lapse of 28 months from the priority date.

+ RSE: Must be filed within three years from the filing date of the international application,
however, the RSE can only be filed after submitting the document of the national phase and the
Japanese translation.

Note : The RSE does not have to be filed at the same time of the entry into the national phase.
« The PCT application can be deemed, at applicant’s option, as an application for a utility
model registration.

Note : In Japan, no substantive examination is conducted for utility model applications.

(3) Others

« Divisional application : Can be filed within the time limits as set forth in (i) to (iii) below ;
(i) during the period in which amendments are allowed, (ii) within 30 days from transmittal of
a certified copy of a decision to grant a patent, or (iii) within four months from transmittal of a
certified copy of the initial decision of refusal (only for applicants who live outside of Japan).

+ RSE and annual patent fees : Change according to the number of claims.

(Towa International Patent Firm)



