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Current State and Challenges of Intellectual Property
Activities Amid the Rapid Advancement of Al

Chairman, Towa Institute of Intellectual Property
Representative Partner, Patent Attorney, Towa International Patent Firm

Takashi Tsuno

The Japanese economy is currently navigating a period of profound change. While it faces risks
such as rising energy prices and inflationary pressures stemming from instability in the Middle
East, global investment in Al is expanding at an explosive pace, creating new opportunities for
further sustainable growth.

Against this backdrop, the public and private sectors are working together on a variety of
initiatives aimed at creating a virtuous cycle in the Japanese economy and strengthening its
“earning power.” In particular, the effective use of intellectual property both in Japan and abroad
is increasingly recognized as essential to expanding investment through innovation.

According to the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the principal countries and regions in which
applicants from Japan file patent applications include the United States, with 72,000
applications ; China, 45,000 ; Europe, 21,000 ; South Korea, 14,000 ; and ASEAN, 10,000.
The JPO’s patent examination pendency is 9.4 months to first action and 13.2 months to final
disposition. Its pendency to first action is the second shortest after the European Patent Office’s
5.5 months, while its pendency to final disposition is shorter than the China National Intellectual
Property Administration’s 15.5 months. In addition, the volume of patent documents containing
information on technical problems, solutions, effects, and other aspects of inventions continues to
grow beyond the levels reached at the JPO in 2024—54 million domestic documents and 100
million foreign documents. This body of patent information constitutes a treasure trove for
understanding one’s own company, competitors, and potential collaboration partners.
Accordingly, there is an urgent need to determine how patent information can be used more
effectively with Al, while also identifying the precautions that such use requires. Potential
applications include understanding the substance and terminology of inventions, searching prior
art, identifying similarities and differences between a claimed invention and cited inventions, and
drafting patent specifications and responses to Office Actions.

At Towa International Patent Firm, we remain committed to supporting Japan as a technology-
driven nation that opens the way to the future. Guided by our principles, the “Fifteen Rules for
Patents That Deliver Value to Businesses,” we will continue to make every effort to support your
intellectual property activities. We sincerely appreciate your continued guidance and support.



