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The UPC’s PMAC : A New, Faster Path to Resolving
European Patent Disputes
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For Japanese companies enforcing or defending European patents, litigation before the Unified
Patent Court (UPC) is not the only option. The Patent Mediation and Arbitration Centre (PMAC),
an integral part of the UPC, officially commenced operations in May 2026 and now offers a
specialized alternative dispute resolution (ADR) forum exclusively for patent-related disputes.
Unlike generic ADR institutions, PMAC combines mediation, arbitration, hybrid med-arb, and
expert determination under one roof, with seats in Ljubljana and Lisbon, operating in English,
French, and German. This patent-specific design, paired with a roster of neutrals holding deep
technical and legal expertise, distinguishes PMAC from generalist arbitration bodies that Japanese
companies may already know.

Key Advantages

PMAC procedures are notably faster and more cost-effective than traditional UPC litigation, with
disputes typically resolved within months rather than years. Confidentiality is guaranteed
throughout, which is critical for parties wishing to avoid public exposure of sensitive commercial
terms, especially in FRAND and standard-essential patent (SEP) licensing negotiations. Binding
arbitral awards are enforceable across all UPC member states without additional recognition
proceedings, and non-EU parties benefit from enforceability under the New York Convention.
PMAC also offers expedited procedures for smaller claims and emergency arbitrators for urgent
interim relief.

Why It Matters for Japanese Businesses

Given the EU's withdrawal of its proposed SEP Regulation, PMAC is emerging as a neutral
platform for cross-border licensing negotiations, an area of growing relevance for Japanese
technology and automotive companies operating in Europe. Additionally, following the CJEU's
BSH v. Electrolux ruling expanding European courts' jurisdiction over cross-border patent
disputes, PMAC's appeal for global settlement packages, bundling parallel US, Asian, and
European proceedings, is increasing.

As accredited PMAC Neutrals covering mechanical engineering/automotive (Wolfgang
Wittmann) and chemistry/life sciences (Dr. Florian Manzenrieder) respectively, we are well
positioned to guide Japanese clients through this emerging forum.



