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At a time when Al is having a profound impact across virtually all industries, the patent profession
cannot remain unaffected. Even those who initially had some doubts about the capabilities of Al
now appear to have become largely convinced of its potential. Those who predicted that it would
still take considerable time before Al was introduced into the patent profession may now realize
that their judgment was mistaken.

Traditionally, patent applicants have relied on the support of professionals and paid the
corresponding fees for their services. Some applicants, however, are now seeking to reduce costs
by obtaining assistance from Al, and this trend has already begun to emerge.

At present, however, such attempts can be said to have met with mixed results. Al is no longer
merely at the level of producing answers according to predetermined formulas ; rather, it
generates answers through a process resembling human reasoning. In the course of that process,
however, Al can also make mistakes.

Humans and Al have one thing in common : neither is perfect. Humans seek to overcome their
imperfections by cooperating with others, whereas Al does not independently engage in dialogue
with other Al systems. Ultimately, therefore, Al has no choice but to cooperate with humans.

Patent professionals should not simply reject Al. Rather, they should explore ways of working
together with Al and actively seek to understand and utilize it so that AT does not take over their
central role. At the very least, before applicants come to believe that Al can serve as a substitute
for patent professionals, patent professionals should demonstrate, through effective use of Al, that
they are capable of providing services of an even higher standard.

(Translated by TIIP)



