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According to statistics published by the Ministry of Intellectual Property (formerly the Korean
Intellectual Property Office), 224,015 patent applications received a first examination action in
Korea in 2025, representing a 9.6% increase from 2024. The average patent examination
pendency from the filing of a request for examination to the first examination action was 14.7
months, shorter than in the previous year. Nevertheless, patent examination pendency in Korea
has generally been increasing since 2020. In both 2023 and 2024, the average pendency was 16.1
months, and in some technical fields, examination of certain applications takes more than two
years.
When patent examination takes longer and the grant of a patent is consequently delayed,
applicants may suffer disadvantages, including a reduction in the effective term of the patent
right. To compensate for such disadvantages, Korea has established a system under which the
term of a patent may be extended when registration of the patent is delayed due to delays in
examination (Article 92-2 of the Patent Act).
More specifically, where a patent is registered after the later of (i) four years from the filing date
of the patent application or (ii) three years from the date on which a request for examination was
filed, the patent term may be extended by a period corresponding to the delay beyond that date.
However, any period of delay attributable to the applicant, such as periods taken to respond to a
notice of grounds for rejection or to a decision of rejection, is excluded when calculating the
period of extension.
Applicants should also note that the Ministry of Intellectual Property does not notify them as to
whether a particular patent application is eligible for a patent term extension. Applicants must
therefore determine eligibility themselves. In addition, to obtain a patent term extension due to
examination delay, an application for registration of the patent term extension based on delayed
registration must be filed within three months from the date of registration of the patent right
(Article 92-3 of the Patent Act).
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