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India’s intellectual property regime continues to evolve rapidly, and the most significant recent
development comes from the Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade
Marks (CGPDTM). On August 7, 2026, the Office issued its Guidelines for the Use of Artificial
Intelligence in Patent Examination Procedures — the first formal framework acknowledging
that Examiners and Controllers are already using Al tools while searching, classifying, translating,
and reasoning through applications.

The Guidelines draw a clear line : Al may assist, but it cannot substitute for the Examiner’s or
Controller’s independent judgment. They distinguish between public and private Al systems,
mandate human oversight at every stage, and require officers to personally verify and validate any
Al-assisted output before it influences an examination outcome. Notably, the Guidelines also flag
the risk of hallucinated or fabricated citations, require prompt discipline, and caution against con-
fidentiality breaches when handling sensitive application data. Independent audits, impact assess-
ments, and incident-reporting mechanisms are contemplated as further safeguards.

For practitioners, this is not a minor administrative update. AI now touches prior-art search strat-
egy, the framing of objections in First Examination Reports, and even reasoning applied during
hearings and oppositions — meaning applicants and agents should scrutinize office actions more
closely for Al-influenced content and be prepared to challenge questionable citations.

This development sits alongside other ongoing shifts in Indian IP practice : revised Computer-
Related Invention guidelines, amendments to the Patent Rules affecting Form 27 working-state-
ment disclosures, and PCT procedural reforms reshaping filing strategy calculus between India-
first and PCT-first routes.

Taken together, these changes signal that India’s IP ecosystem is modernizing on two fronts
simultaneously — substantive law around emerging technologies, and the administrative tools
examiners use to apply it. For applicants, patent agents, and firms advising on Indian filings, stay-
ing current with both dimensions is now essential to effective prosecution strategy and risk man-
agement.

Source : www.ipinidia.gov.in



