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In April 2026, Nakanishiya Publisher released An Introduction to the History of Modern
Economics. This introductory volume brings together contributions from eighteen scholars. I
contributed Chapter 7, titled “Marx and Marxian Economics.”

In Japan, there are many new textbooks on the history of economics. What distinguishes this
volume, however, is its particular emphasis on developments since the twentieth century.
Conventional surveys of the history of economic thought often devote one chapter each to figures
who appear in high-school curricula — such as Adam Smith, David Ricardo, and Thomas Robert
Malthus. In this book, by contrast, discussions of thinkers up to the nineteenth century are
considerably compressed, while much greater attention is given to the evolution of economics in
the twentieth century.

As a result, the book may not fully satisfy readers seeking biographical knowledge about the great
figures of economic history. Yet such factual information is now readily available on the Internet.
Rather than merely accumulating facts about the past, anyone wishing to address the
question, “why has economics taken its present form?” must understand the history of research and
debate over the past century. The volume is therefore somewhat more advanced in level, but such
engagement with preceding research is an essential hurdle for any genuine introduction to an
academic discipline.

The chapter I wrote likewise reflects this orientation, placing particular weight on twentieth-
century developments. Although it appears in Part III, “Economics in the German-Speaking World,”
the narrative inevitably shifts its focus to Japan. This is because Marxian economics as a distinct
field was largely developed in Japan. In particular, the chapter highlights Kozo Uno and his
followers who reconstructed Marx’s Capital in an original and distinctly Japanese way.

Of course, Japanese Marxian economics cannot be reduced to the Uno School alone. I also briefly
discuss the limitations of Uno theory in the contemporary context, as well as alternative
approaches pursued by other Marxian economists. It is my hope that this chapter may serve as one
gateway into Marxian economics, a distinctive tradition within Japanese social science.



