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When pursuing or maintaining patent protection across multiple jurisdictions, paying close
attention to patent maintenance fee systems is essential.

Managing foreign rights like domestic ones can cause severe issues, such as loss of rights from
missed deadlines or budget discrepancies.

Under the Japanese patent system, fees for the 1st through 3rd years are paid together upon
registration, with annual payments made in advance starting from the 4th year based on the
registration date.

In the United States (USPTO), maintenance fees are not paid annually. Instead, they are due in
three separate payments within specific time periods based on the registration date : 3 to 3.5
years, 7 to 7.5 years, and 11 to 11.5 years. Because multiple years are covered in a single
payment, each transaction can be substantial, requiring careful financial planning.

In Europe (EPO), renewal fees are based on the filing date, and annual payments start from the
3rd year—even while the application is under examination. While initial fees are relatively high
compared to other regions, they stop increasing from the 10th year and stay the same through the
20th year.

In China (CNIPA), no renewal fees are incurred during the examination stage ; the first payment
- covering the year that falls 5 months after the grant notice issue date - is due upon registration.
Subsequent fees are due annually based on the filing date. Depending on the timing of
registration, the deadline for the second year’s fee may arrive shortly after registration, so careful
schedule management is needed.

Due to these differences, managing foreign patent fees can be tricky. Getting a clear picture of
each country’s system in advance is key.

At our firm, we work closely with trusted local patent attorneys around the world. We send timely
reminders before deadlines to make sure your valuable rights stay protected. If you have any
questions about managing or planning costs for your overseas patents, please feel free to contact
us.



